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have something of a sacramental character
about them, an outer form and an
inner life, an outer symbol and an
inner truth. Those only can explain
the hidden meaning who have been
trained by those instructed in it; hence
the dictum of S. Peter that "no prophecy
of the Scripture is of any private inter-
pretation. "x The elaborate explanations
of texts of the Bible, with which the volumes
of patristic literature abound, seem fanciful
and overstrained to the prosaic modern
mind. The play upon numbers, upon
letters, the apparently fantastic interpre-
tations of paragraphs that, on the face of
them, are ordinary historical statements of
a simple character, exasperate the modern
reader, who demands to have his facts
presented clearly and coherently, and
above all, requires what he feels to be
solid ground under his feet He declines
absolutely to follow the light-footed mystic
over what seem to him to be quaking
morasses, in a wild chase after dancing
will-o'-the-wisps, which appear and dis-
appear with bewildering and irrational
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